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Ecotourism: A Sustainable Development Perspective in India
Abhinaba Sinha

| Eeywords: Ecotourim, Susnimble developmsat, Biodsversity, Wildlifs conserration.

Abstract:
| Ecotourize has recontly sesrged a5 the Srroursd practice or addressing a mnge of aovironmeatal ismes. It tackles varions
| Thems, it provides a long-rawited sohition for propsoting mstrnshk development whils snvering e maimtanancs of
| environments] integrity. India, a nation blessed with a diverss amrey of bndscapea., exceptiozalby rich flora and fmna, 2 well

5 cultoral and trobal diverty, offen great prospects for the developoeant and practics of ecotouriam. Diespite these posiive

armribretes, India facen trememdons envirommantal osis oang to it ever increasing poprelation pressurs and mmempleymant.

Consequanily, scotvurom emerges x: the need of the hour, capebls of gumerting rovemes whils sinmlameously proooting
| stanatlk development It alse warves as 2 solubon o long-raaiied condlicts betwean various emvironmentl ismes such as
| hshitat destmction, fragmentation, and the uilizstion of bumas resources. Undar fs backdrop, the presant chaptar foouses
| on the varions hallrorics of ecotoersm, different types of ecotrurism actites, the code of condnit for eco-towmion, and e
| mesits and demesits of scofourkm. Fursermars, the chaptar delves into the oot soeanaric of the soobomrin mdutry in

India. Thms, this chapier aims to bnetly discuss the aforeownticned aspect and mise awarensss to fual the populanty of this

nohils practice in this great natisn
Introduction:

Ecotounsm emerged as a novel idea m the 1970, and by the 1990s, it became a popular
practice as if proved fo be a potenhal solution fo the prolonged conflict between tounsm and
threats to the exvronment (Ceballos-Lasouram, 1996). As one of the fastest-prowmg sectors of
the global tounsm industry, ecotounsm has the potenfial to serve as an envirenmentally, socio-
cultwzlly, and econcmmeally feasible option for promotng sustzinable development m
noteworthy natural ecosystemns and landscapes (Dandapath ef al., 2016; Santarem et al., 2019%).
The term "ecotounsm”™ refers to the development of touwnsm m nahoal enviromments with a
primary foous on varous conservation elements, creating emronmentzl educational awareness,
and generating revernes for local commumities (Santarém et al, 2019, Thus, promoting tournsm
without compromsmg nehure and naturz]l processes and ensunng their sustenance for future
generzhons to address their own needs (Fennell, 2020). The range of vanable natural resources
and landscapes in India is almost unparalleled m the werdld, ranging from immaculate forests, the
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